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Executive Summary

1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

1.5

1.6

To update the Integrated Commissioning Board (ICB) on the Social Care 
Support Grant funding for 2019/20 announced in the Autumn statement by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer on the 29th October 2018 in response to council 
concerns about pressures on adult and children’s social care services. 

The amount allocated to Rochdale from the additional £410 million resource in 
2019/20, based on the Adult Social Care Relative Needs Formula, is 
£1,893,446.
 
The Ministry for Housing, Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) have 
written to Local Authorities (LA) to confirm each LA’s share and what the grant 
can be spent on.

The Social Care Support Grant has been given for use on adult and children’s 
social care, and where necessary should be used to ensure that adult social 
care pressures do not create additional demand on the NHS. 

MHCLG have not prescribed how much of the grant should be spent on adult 
or children’s social care. The grant is not ring-fenced, and there are no 
conditions or reporting requirements.

The Finance Update Report that went to Cabinet on the 27th of November 
identified a forecast overspend on children’s social care of £4.814m. The 
majority of the overspend is due to an increase in both staffing requirements 
and external placements, arising from increased numbers of Cared for 
Children which is consistent with a national trend.  



1.7

1.8

Adult Social Care were not forecasting a variance to budget at November 
Cabinet, and have recently been allocated additional Winter Pressure Funding 
of £1.108m per annum for 2018/19 and 2019/20.

This report asks ICB to note that the use of the additional funding will be used 
to help alleviate some of the demand pressures being faced by children’s 
social care in Rochdale.

Recommendation

2.1 ICB notes that the Social Care Support Grant allocation for 2019/20 be fully 
allocated to children’s social care.

Reason for Recommendation

3.1 This report asks the ICB to note that the Social Care Support Grant allocation 
for 2019/20 be fully allocated to children’s social care due to the 2018/19 
forecast overspend of £4.814m reported to Cabinet on the 27th of November, 
with pressures forecast to increase in 2019/20.

Key Points for Consideration

4.1

4.2

MHCLG have given LA’s discretion as to how they allocate The Social Care 
Support Grant between adult and children’s social care.

Adult Social Care has been given significant funding support in recent years 
including the additional Council Tax income raised from the Adult Social Care 
precept, and the Winter Pressures Funding confirmed in the Autumn 
Statement, whereas children’s social care has had little additional funding and 
is currently forecasting significant financial pressures.

Alternatives Considered
The Social Care Support grant allocation could be split between adult and 
children’s social services, however given the significant pressures being 
forecast in children’s social services it is considered that this is the best use of 
the additional funding.

Costs and Budget Summary

5.1 It is proposed that the full £1,893,446 Social Care Support Grant for 2019/20 
is allocated to children’s social care to help meet forecast demand 
pressures.



Risk and Policy Implications

The grant allocation is less than half of the financial pressure currently being 
reported for children’s social care and these pressures are forecast to 
increase in 2019/20. Work is progressing on forecasting the future demand 
on Children’s Social Care and a financial strategy will be reported to a future 
meeting of the ICB. 

6.1

Consultation

7.1 There are no consultation requirements in relation to this grant allocation, 
however Chief Officers and Directors from the LA and CCG have discussed 
this matter and agreed that this is the best use of the additional funding.

Background Papers Place of Inspection

8.1 LA Monitoring working papers

CCG Monitoring working papers

Number 1 Riverside

Number 1 Riverside
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